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SOCIETY BIDS FAREWELL TO PETER  

In July, Chairperson Peter McWilliam stepped down because he has moved out of the 

Diocese. Peter served the Society with such dedication, and the trustees and staff wish 

him well with his new life. Jillian Wilce has agreed to take his place for the next six months 

with Brigid Kelly as Vice Chair. 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR  

The Children's Society has an exciting time ahead if it. With the support 

of the parishes we have been able to help more families than ever in all 

sorts of different ways - please never under estimate the impact of your 

help. Your offerings to the Advent Appeal and Crib Offering really will go 

to help families in the harshest of circumstances as well as helping 

parents with their relationships with their children, both on a practical and spiritual level. 

As we begin to ponder all that the Christ Story has to offer on our walk through Advent, 

it is truly amazing to know that His early family life was both simple and humble and one 

faced with the same challenges our families face today. As we journey through Advent may 

we become ever more aware of Christ walking alongside us.       Jillian. 
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SAVE STAMPS FOR THE SOCIETY 

700 million Christmas cards are sent each year. Please SAVE THE 

STAMPS that land on your doormat and support the vulnerable 

children of our diocese (see page 3 for further details).  

Charity Registration No. 282803. Limited by guarantee Registered in England No. 1546053 

WISHING EVERYONE A PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS  

From the trustees and staff of the  

Catholic Childrenõs Society (Plymouth) 
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ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE  Page 2 

Total collected nears £20,000  

To date the Annual Appeal Collection stands at £18,554.99 with a number 

of parishes yet to return their contributions. Thank you for your generosity! 

Recently the charity received  a note from a mother saying, òThanks for taking away the 

worry, we are grateful.ó The Society had helped her daughter with her transport costs. 

Two other recent grants enabled families to purchase furniture from ôFurnicareõ, an agency 

providing recycled furniture for those on low incomes. In fact one beneficiary returned 

part of their grant after they had purchased just the essentials they required.  

Grants totalling £30,000 have 

been allocated in 2011 

£12,106 in housing assistance 

£4,330 towards pilgrimages to Lourdes 

£9,500 supporting the Family Life project 

Plus grants to help with school uniforms, 

winter clothing for a toddler and furniture. 

GRANT GIVING, DOES IT 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE?  

A Trustee's opinion  
Thank you for your generous response to 

the Annual Appeal this year. All your 

donations help children whose families are 

in difficult circumstances. We, the trustees, 

are careful to ensure that the need is 

genuine. The stories we hear are real and 

very harrowing. The problems which affect 

children arise from a great variety of 

circumstances: bereavement, redundancy, the 

economic situation, eviction, ill health, 

domestic violence, accident, lack of the skills 

to manage money and the complexities of 

the benefit system.  

Any or several of these may result in the 

children living in unsuitable accommodation, 

forming, by far, the largest category of 

families who ask for our help. The shortage 

of social housing means that many families 

have to go into private accommodation, and 

while they may get their rent paid through 

various schemes, they do not have the 

capital for the first monthõs rent or the 

deposit against damage that is usually 

required. Each of these average about £500, 

almost impossible to save for on a very low 

income. Other types of help for which 

people appeal to us are very varied but 

include school uniform, travel expenses, child 

care. 

Yes it does make a difference. The truly 

appreciative responses from those who are 

helped are heartwarming: ôa new beginning, 

has changed our livesõ, ôfamily reunited, 

children happyõ and ôsettled, depression lifted, 

confidence restored, health improvingõ. 

Please continue to help us to do 
more for the children of  our 
Diocese.          Oonagh Linehan 

WELCOME !The board is delighted to 

welcome two new trustees, Teresa 

Cummings and Shelagh Fearnley.  

We have many requests for help, all of which are considered holding the need of the child 

or children involved as paramount. The decision is made regardless of the parental situa-

tion, creed or colour of the families. 
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ADVENT APPEAL 2011  

Recycle and help fight child poverty in the South West  

Page 3 

Thank you to everyone who has already 

taken on the mantle of recycling for the 

Society. Our agent Dave at ôStampsnallõ 

says heõs amazed at how much he has 

already received  in aid of the Catholic 

Childrenõs Society (Plymouth). 

During Advent the Catholic Childrenõs 

Society is encouraging schools and parishes 

in the Diocese to recycle to change the 
lives of the vulnerable  children in Dorset, 

Devon and Cornwall. 

In partnership with a collector in 

Plymouth your clutter will be 

changed to cash! Please look out 

for the orange collection boxes at 

schools and larger parishes. 

What can be recycled ?  
Stamps used or unused, UK or foreign.  

Postcards with or without stamps 

Foreign Currency notes or coins 

Keys with or without their locks 

Watches digital or analogue, working 

or not. 

5 boxes Could provide a school uniform for a child  

15 boxes Could buy a new washing machine for a family  

25 boxes Could help pay a utility bill  

35 boxes Could help with childcare for a mum returning to work to sup-

port the family  

50 boxes Could assist with the rent or deposit on a new home  

The Society will donate £10 to children and families in need for every 

box filled and aims to fill over 100 boxes from the beginning of 

Advent until Epiphany 

Mr Phil Bevan and pupils from St Maryõs 

Catholic Combined School, Poole taking 

charge of their orange collection box in 

time for Advent.  

Wishing all our volunteers a very  

Merry Christmas 

Thank you for all your help! 
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For the past three years the Bishops' 
Conference of England and Wales has 

funded a project 

worker to work 

in the area of 
marriage and 

family life in the 

Plymouth 

Diocese. In that 

time it has been 
my privilege to 

work alongside 

families in 

discerning the 
sacred nature of 

their ordinary 

domestic life, 

recognising that 

where love is, 
God is. It often 

comes as a 

surprise to families that the simple 

things, faithfully done, are like mosaic 
being laid on the floor of the Kingdom. 

I am delighted that the Catholic 

Children's Society has offered some 

funds for this work to continue into 
2012.  

The project has a focus on working 

with groups of parents exploring how 

their own faith was and continues to 
be formed. We then look to see how 

these inform our aspirations for our 

own children's faith formation, looking 

at the role of school and parish in this 

shared endeavour. The project will 
continue to look at opportunities to 

enrich and 

celebrate 

marriage, as well 
as seek to 

support those for 

whom marriage 

has left a scar.  

All of these 
efforts are 

ultimately to 

ensure the best 

and fullest care of 
the children 

involved. Jesus 

came that we 

might have life to 

the full (John 
10:10). How we as 

families grow in 

faith is fundamental to this full life. 

If you would like to work alongside 
the project and get involved in some 

way please do get in touch  

jillianw@plymouth-diocesan-

office.org.uk or call 01392 671320 

Thank you to all our benefactors. 

 The money you have donated makes all the difference! 

Jillian Wilce  

Introduces the  

Celebrating 

Families Project  

 

CRIB COLLECTION  

 

 

 

 

If your parish crib collection 

supports the Catholic Childrenõs 

Society (Plymouth) your donations 

will help those in the harshest of 

circumstances. 

Thank you for your generosity!  

mailto:jillianw@plymouth-diocesan-office.org.uk
mailto:jillianw@plymouth-diocesan-office.org.uk
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Something we all dream about but seldom get!  

PATCHWORK - NEWS & DATES  Page 5 

Earlier this year Lester Yeo ran a parenting course at St Catherineõs School, Wimborne 

after which the following article was published in the Parent Council Newsletter  

Something we all dream 

about but seldom get! Yet 

this is exactly what the 

Patchwork Parenting Course 

provided for a group of eight 

parents, meeting in each 

Thursday for seven weeks. 

Who would have thought 

that a parenting course could 

have been so enjoyable? 

 

Our course leader, Lesterõs, 

approachable, humorous, 

respectful style meant that 

we felt comfortable to open 

us and honestly examine out 

relationships and parenting. 

In this safe, confidential 

environment, Lester would 

gently probe us to reassess 

our parenting skills, in the 

knowledge that we all have 

unique styles of parenting 

but often face the same 

challenges. 
 

The beauty of the course is 

that it gathers together the 

best bits of parenting 

research. As the course 

progressed, Lester would 

encourage us to practice 

some of the tools learnt.  

Each week we left the room 

feeling more positive, 

reassured and confident as 

well as stronger in our 

resolve to be the best 

parents we can aim to be. 
 

It cannot be underestimated 

that sharing experiences in 

valuable and the course 

certainly provided a forum 

for this. The opportunity 

enabled us to meet new 

people and to get to know 

existing acquaintances better 

so that we have continued to 

meet sine to share and learn 

from each other. 
 

Sincere thanks must go to 

Lester and his Lego (!) as 

well as the school which, in 

its holistic approach to 

caring for our children 

supports its parent body 

through such projects. The 

increased sense of 

community that such a 

course provides in itself has 

great value. 

TIME FOR PARENTS Taster sessions 

St. Teresa's Hall, Sidmouth,  

Mon 9 January ~ 9:30am 

St. Margaret Clitherow School, Brixham, 

Mon 9 January ~ 1:30am  

Bradley Barton School, Newton Abbot,  

Wed 11 January ~ 9:15am  

Canada Hill School, Newton Abbot, 

Wed 11 Jan ~ 3.30pm (crèche available) 

St Maryõs First School, Dorchester,  

Fri 13 January ~ 9am 

St Augustineõs School, Weymouth,  

Tues 17 January ~ 1.30pm 

Sacred Heart School, Paignton,  

Wed 18 January ~ 9am 

 

LIFE WITH CHILDREN: Taster session 

Priory School, St Marychurch, Torquay,  

Fri 13 January ~ 9:30 

 

HORMONES & HARMONY: 

Taster session 

St Augustineõs School, 

Weymouth,  

Tues 17 January ~ 7pm 

Courses planned for the spring term  
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Introducing eleven eager runners  

Bridget McEleney -Smith and Chris Wales   

Church of the Most Precious Blood, Sidmouth  

Brigid wants to give something back after all the support the Society 

has given to pilgrims going to Lourdes; Chris feels privileged to run 

for a charity that does so much for single parents. 

Sherry Haley  

Sacred Heart & St Ia, St Ives.    

Five months ago I couldnõt run for 

two minutes, and Iõm 

now training hard to 

meet the huge challenge 

of running 26 miles and 

raising money for such a 

worthwhile cause.ó 

Angela Wedlake  

St Maryõs, Barnstaple�� 
Inspired by òseeing what 

the Society does for 

local children and 

parents who are not so       

well off." 

Bruce Kahn St Maryõs 

Axminster, ògrateful for the 

opportunityó 

Scott Parfitt 

St Maryõs, Poole 

On his way to 

100 marathons! 

Guy Roberts  

St Cyprian, Chudleigh  

Running his first marathon. 

Marc Ujvari St Maryõs Poole 

òI want to give something back 

to the community that has 

supported me so well.ó 

Dr Mike Burdon Cathedral Church of St Mary and St Boniface  

Deacon Simon Fletcher  Mount Carmel Plymouth 

Mike fancies running as a gladiator through the streets of Rome 

whilst Simon is thinking of running in his clerical garb - neither of 

them will be out of place in Rome! 

Claire Warren  

St Josephõs, Poole òI want 

everyone to have a fun 

weekend!ó 

To sponsor a runner please log onto  

www.virginmoneygiving.com  

where you can donate to the Catholic Childrenõs Society 

(Plymouth) as a whole or sponsor an individual runner. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE RUNNERS!  Please keep an eye look out for 

them in your parishes and most importantly please pray for them!  


