Catholic Children's Society (Plymouth)
Putting All Children First

ADVENT APPEAL 2017 – Make Love Your Aim
Introduction
Thank you so much for participating in this year’s Advent appeal for the Catholic Children’s Society
Plymouth (CCSP). We are so grateful for your support!
The theme is ‘Make Love Your Aim’. We are asking schools to explore how CCSP helps local children and
families in the diocese and how they can get involved while growing closer to Jesus ready for Christmas
during Advent.
Easy to teach activities and a PowerPoint presentation are provided for each year group to introduce the
CCSP to children at an age appropriate level. These lessons link directly with the differentiated learning
outcomes and suggested activities from the Advent teaching materials provided by the diocese and
Unit 3 – Advent from ‘God Matters’. The planning is easy to follow, features engage, explore and express
activities and also highlights AT1 and AT2 elements. All resources are free of charge and are available to
download from our website: http://ccsplymouth.org.uk/good-shepherd/ Please feel free to use or
adapt the resources and activities as you see fit to support your teaching.
Fundraising
Our hope is that after learning about the CCSP, staff and children will feel inspired to help with our
fundraising as part of their Advent preparation. Every child will get their own crib collection box to take
home following their learning on the work of the Children’s Society and how it links to Advent. Not only
will it be a wonderful reminder of the true meaning of Christmas but it can be filled with current or
previous currency, from this country or any other. Boxes will then be returned to school in time to
celebrate at Epiphany. Any donations at all will be gratefully received by the CCSP. The charity has a crisis
fund which provides emergency support for children, young people and their families who are having
financial difficulties. It provides one-off grants to meet emergency needs such as essential white goods or
clothing. Any head teacher in the diocese can access the fund for a family in need by completing a simple
form stating the circumstances and needs of the family.

100% of the money you raise for the Catholic Children’s Society Plymouth will go to
supporting families living in Cornwall, Devon and Dorset.
Contact
If you have any questions please email Claire.Warren@prcdtr.org.uk or call Heather in our main office:
01364 645420

Thank you so much for supporting CCSP this Advent!
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Make Love Our Aim - Year 1
Learning
Intentions

God Matters learning Objective
To know that we wait and get ready for Jesus during Advent.
Working towards age related outcomes:
 Pupils will be able to give one way Christians prepare during Advent.
Age related outcomes:
 Pupils will be able to recognise some of the words connected with Advent
including: Advent, Nativity, Mary and Joseph, preparation. (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to recognise that Christians prepare in special ways to
celebrate the birth of Jesus. (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to talk about how they and others prepare during Advent.
(AT2)
Working at greater depth
 Pupils will be to use the words Advent and preparation and explain very
simply their meaning. (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to say how Christians prepare to celebrate the birth of
Jesus during Advent. (AT1i)
 Pupils will be able to ask questions about how they and others prepare to
celebrate Christmas and ask if there is a right way to celebrate Advent.
(AT2)
Additional learning
To know how CCSP helps local children through their services.
To understand how we can help CCSP help local children

Resources

Key
questions

Engage
Activities

Story bag containing a couple of nativity characters, a birthday candle, a number
less than 28
Advent discussion pictures (below)
CCSP PowerPoint
Nativity scene and characters
Envelopes
Paper
What is Advent?
How long does it last?
What do we do during Advent?
What are we waiting for?
How do we need to get ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus?
Story Bag – Ask children to choose an item one by one and guess what the topic
will be. They may say Christmas but tell them we haven’t got to Christmas yet, we
are going to talk about getting ready to celebrate Christmas, the birth of Jesus. This
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time of year is called Advent. Optional - Create a simple mind map, identifying all
the things the children already know about Advent. This can be added to at the end
of the lesson.
Pair and Share - Give the children an advent picture (below) to talk about with a
friend. This pair can then share with another pair what they think the picture shows
and vice versa. Share as a class and discuss.

Explore and
Express
Activities

Catholic Children’s Society Appeal Share PowerPoint with the children
explaining the ‘Make Love Your Aim’ appeal and showing the charity’s work.
Thinking of others by donating money to those less fortunate than ourselves is just
one way to prepare for Christmas during Advent. Discuss ‘Make Love Our Aim’
appeal and how they might collect coins at home.
Note - Ideally you need to start this with an empty stable in view as you will see in
the PowerPoint. The children can then add the people who should be present as
they suggest them.
Make an Advent Calendar The easiest way to do this is to make a class one with
envelopes. Each envelope carries a date counting down to Christmas. The outside
can be decorated but the key thing here is to explore ways of preparing to
celebrate Jesus’ birth by doing things for other people and getting closer to God.
Each idea goes in an envelope (AT1ii&iii - L1 or 2 depending on ideas/response).
Poster Children to design a poster showing all the ways they can prepare to
celebrate Christmas this can be easily be linked to ‘Make Love Our Aim’ appeal.
(AT2i L1. If they can answer questions on their poster this would be L2)

Prayer

Jesus,
Your birth brought love, hope and joy to the world. Help us to bring your message
to life in our lives through Advent. Let us not forget those children and families who
live in poverty who might not have such a joyful Christmas.
Amen

4

Catholic Children's Society (Plymouth)
Putting All Children First

5

Catholic Children's Society (Plymouth)
Putting All Children First

Make Love Our Aim - Year 2
Learning
Intentions

God Matters learning Objective
To know that Advent is a liturgical season when we get ready to welcome Jesus.
Working towards Age Related Outcomes
 Pupils will recognise a crib and know that St Francis created a real life crib
in a cave (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to recognise that Christians throughout the world prepare
in special ways to celebrate the birth of Jesus and be able to state one
custom (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to recognise some of the words connected with Advent
including: Advent, Crib (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to talk about how they and others prepare during Advent
(AT2)
Age Related Outcomes
 Pupils will be able to retell the origins of the Christmas Crib (AT1)
 Pupils will be to use the words advent, preparation and crib and explain their
meaning (AT1ii)
 Pupils will be able to say why Christians prepare during Advent (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to ask questions about how they and others prepare to
celebrate Christmas and recognise that some of these questions are difficult
to answer (AT2)
Working in greater depth
 Pupils will be able to explain the meaning the Crib and why St Francis
created it (AT1)
Additional learning
To know how CCSP helps local children through their services.
To understand how we can help CCSP help local children

Resources

Key
questions

Engage
Activity

Nativity with figures (A variety if possible)
Story of St.Francis and the First Crib/questions (below)
CCSP PowerPoint
Branch or small Christmas tree
What is Advent?
How long does it last?
How do Christians prepare during Advent?
Why do Christians prepare during Advent?
What did the people who saw St.Francis’ crib realise?
Quick Draw Ask children to very quickly sketch their idea of the Christmas crib.
Share and discuss drawings/misconceptions. Why are we talking about the crib
now? What do we call the special time of the year that comes before
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Christmas? Using a story bag, allow children to take out a figure to add to the crib
one at a time making sure they know who each one is.

Explore and
Express
Activities

Read the Story of St Francis and the first crib (see enclosed sheet) Pupils in
pairs or as a class discussion try to answer the questions. Level depends on
response. (AT1/ AT2)
Catholic Children’s Society Appeal Link to St Francis helping people to
understand that to follow Jesus, people must help the poor as he did. In Advent,
Christians try especially hard to help those who are less fortunate. Share the
PowerPoint with the children explaining the ‘Make Love Your Aim’ appeal and
sharing the charity’s work. Discuss the appeal and how they might collect coins at
home.
Note - Ideally you need to start this with an empty stable in view as you will see in
the PowerPoint. The children can then add the people who should be present as
they suggest them.
The Tree of Good Deeds Emphasise that donating to charity is just one way of
thinking of others in Advent. Children could each come up with a way in which they
might prepare themselves for Christmas (such as ‘share something special with
somebody’ or ‘do something to help someone without being asked’) which can be
written on a circular piece of paper and decorated. These can be hung on a branch
or Christmas tree and one or two can be selected daily for the children to focus on.
(AT2)

Prayer

Jesus,
Your birth brought love, hope and joy to the world. Help us to bring your message
to life in our lives through Advent. Let us not forget those children and families who
live in poverty who might not have such a joyful Christmas.
Amen
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St Francis of Assisi and the first Crib
It was Saint Francis of Assisi who first came up
with the idea of a crib but his wasn’t a small crib
made of wood or plastic! It was life size.
In the year 1223 Francis celebrated Christmas in
a way that the world had never before seen.
Francis had just returned from Rome where he
had met the Pope who had approved the
guidelines he had drawn up for those people
who wished to follow Francis’ way of life. It was
just a few weeks before Christmas. Now you need to remember that
Francis had been born wealthy but given it all up when he decided to
follow Jesus more closely.
Francis knew that most people did not have lots of money, in fact many of
the people who came to listen to Francis were poor and found it hard at
times to make ends meet. Francis wanted to show them that Jesus came to
help them and knew what it was to be poor. Then Francis had an idea. He
would help people understand what it was like when Jesus was born.
Francis contacted his friend, Giovanni Velita.
Giovanni like Francis had been born rich. Giovanni
owned a high mountain with lots of caves inside.
Together they found a suitable cave and put in it a
manger full of hay and brought an ox and a
donkey and some sheep to the cave. On Christmas
Day Francis asked the people of the town to come
to the cave. They came carrying torches because
it was dark. There in the cave lit by torchlight
Francis told the people the story of Jesus’ birth.
They had heard the story before but this time in
the light of the cave they really understood it.
They knew that God chose to be born poor, amid the animals to show that
God came to help all those who had nothing, those who came last in the
eyes of the world came first with God. They realised that to follow Jesus
and become closer to him, they also had they also had to help the poor.
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What Do You Think?

1. How are our cribs different from Francis’ crib?
2. What kind of crib do you think Francis would prefer, a
really expensive one that looks really good or a simply one
that you make yourself? Try to think about what Francis
wanted to do with his crib. Explain your choice to your
partner.
3. What do you think Francis would see as a good way of
preparing for Christmas? Explain your reasons to your
partner.
4. Why do you think the idea of the crib became so popular?
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Make Love Our Aim - Year 3
Learning
Intentions

God Matters learning Objective
To understand that the presence of Jesus calls us to show great care to others.
To know that Christians believe that the presence of Jesus can be found in different
circumstances in life.
Working towards Age Related outcomes
 Pupils will be able to describe ways in which Christians prepare to celebrate
the birth of Jesus (AT1)
Age Related Outcomes
 Pupils will be able to make links to stories showing how people journey to
the Christ Child and the beliefs Christians hold about preparing during
Advent (AT1)
 Compare their own views and that of others about the correct way for
Christians to prepare during Advent (AT2)
 Give their own view on the belief that Jesus came for the weak and the poor
(AT3)
Working at greater depth
 Give their own view on the question Jesus came for the weak and the poor
with reasons (AT3)
Additional learning
To know how CCSP helps local children through their services.
To understand how we can help CCSP help local children

Resources

Key
questions

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0N8axp9nHNU
‘Why the Chimes Rang’ by Raymond MacDonald Alden (attached).
Pictures of Santons (attached)
Nativity set

How do Christians prepare for Jesus during Advent?
Is there a ‘right way’ to prepare for Christmas?
Do you feel Jesus came for the ‘poor and the weak’? Why?


Engage
Activity



Watch the John Lewis advert about the snowman and his wife.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0N8axp9nHNU (Pause at 1.25 to avoid
advertising!)
Why does the snowman bother to make the journey? What do you think it was
like? When you are giving a gift, does the effort you go to make a difference?
(AT2)
Thinking of the Christmas story, who made a similar journey? Why do you think
these people made their journey even though it was extremely hard?
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Explore
and
Express
Activities

Read ‘Why the Chimes Rang’ by Raymond MacDonald Alden (attached).
Once pupils have heard the story try to explore the ideas with the following questions
or similar:
1) What do you think was so special about the little brother’s gift?
2) Why were the gifts the rich people brought not enough to set the chimes ringing?
3) Why was Pedro’s choice hard to make? Did he do the right thing?
4) How is this similar to the story of the snowman?
5) What do you think this story tells us about preparing for Christmas during Advent?
6) How else can you prepare for Jesus so you give him an extra special ‘gift’ this
Christmas?
Catholic Children’s Society Appeal Link to what Pedro did for the lady. He put
someone’s needs before his own. In Advent, Christians try especially hard to help
those who are less fortunate so that they are ready to give Jesus a wonderful ‘gift’ at
Christmas. Share the PowerPoint with the children explaining the ‘Make Love Your
Aim’ appeal and sharing the charity’s work. Discuss the appeal and how they might be
able to contribute.
Note - Ideally you need to start this with an empty stable in view as you will see in the
PowerPoint. The children can then add the people who should be present as they
suggest them.
Santons The word means ‘little saint’. In France people make these little figures (See
pictures below) to put in the crib. They usually start the figures off away from the crib
and move them closer each day. These figures however are not the normal ones you
might see. They are images of ordinary people from the past and the present.
Each of the people carries something important to them so that they can do or give
something special to Jesus. What would you give? Children to create a personal
santon using clay or salt dough which can be moved closer to the class crib as they
journey through Advent growing closer to Jesus.

Prayer

God our Father,
Your only son was born with no home and was laid in a manger; fill us with love for all
in need. Bless your church as it works for dignity, hope and peace across the world
and give us generous hearts as we prepare for your most generous gift to us, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen

.
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Why The Chimes Rang
There was once, in a far-away country, where few people have ever travelled, a
wonderful church. It stood on a high hill in the midst of a great city; and every
Sunday, as well as on sacred days like Christmas, thousands of people climbed
the hill to its great archways, looking like lines of ants all moving in the same
direction.
When you came to the building itself, you found stone columns and dark
passages, and a grand entrance leading to the main room of the church. This room
was so long that someone standing at the doorway could scarcely see to the other
end, where the choir stood by the marble altar. In the farthest corner was the organ;
and this organ was so loud that sometimes when it played, the people for miles
around would close their shutters and prepare for a great thunderstorm. Altogether,
no such church as this was ever seen before, especially when it was lit up for a
festival and crowded with people, young and old.
But the strangest thing about the whole building was the wonderful chime
of the bells. At one corner of the church was a great grey tower, with ivy growing
over it as far up as the eye could see. The tower rose so far into the sky that it was
only in very fair weather that any one claimed to be able to see the top. Even then
one could not be certain that it was in sight. Up, and up, and up climbed the stones
and the ivy; and, as the men who built the church had been dead for hundreds of
years, everyone had forgotten how high the tower was supposed to be.
Now all the people knew that at the top of the tower hung enormous bells.
They had hung there ever since the church had been built, and were the most
beautiful bells in the world. Some thought it was because a great musician had
cast them and arranged them in their place; others said it was because of the great
height, which reached up where the air was clearest and purest: however that
might be, no one who had ever heard the chimes denied that they were the
sweetest in the world. Some described them as sounding like angels far up in the
sky; others, as sounding like strange winds singing through the trees.
But the fact was that no one had heard them for years and years. There
was an old man living not far from the church, who said that his mother had spoken
of hearing them when she was a little girl, and he was the only one who was sure
of as much as that. They were Christmas chimes, you see, and were not meant to
be played by men or on common days. It was the custom on Christmas Eve for all
the people to bring to the church their offerings to the Christ-child; and when the
greatest and best offering was laid on the altar, there used to come sounding
through the music of the choir the Christmas chimes far up in the tower. Some
said that the wind rang them, and others that they were so high that the angels
could set them swinging. But for many long years they had never been heard.
It was said that people had been growing less careful of their gifts for the
Christ-child, and that no offering was brought, great enough to deserve the music
of the chimes. Every Christmas Eve the rich people still crowded to the altar, each
one trying to bring some better gift than any other, without giving anything that he
wanted for himself, and the church was crowded with those who thought that
perhaps the wonderful bells might be heard again. But although the service was
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splendid, and the offerings plenty, only the roar of the wind could be heard, far up
in the stone tower.
Now, a number of miles from the city, in a little country village, where
nothing could be seen of the great church but glimpses of the tower when the
weather was fine, lived a boy named Pedro, and his little brother. They knew very
little about the Christmas chimes, but they had heard of the service in the church
on Christmas Eve, and had a secret plan, which they had often talked over when
by themselves, to go to see the beautiful celebration.
"Nobody can guess, Little Brother," Pedro would say, "all the fine things
there are to see and hear; and I have even heard it said that the Christ-child
sometimes comes down to bless the service. What if we could see Him?"
The day before Christmas was bitterly cold, with a few lonely snowflakes
flying in the air, and a hard white crust on the ground. Sure enough, Pedro and
Little Brother were able to slip quietly away early in the afternoon; and although the
walking was hard in the frosty air, before nightfall they had trudged so far, hand in
hand, that they saw the lights of the big city just ahead of them. Indeed, they were
about to enter one of the great gates in the wall that surrounded it, when they saw
something dark on the snow near their path, and stepped aside to look at it.
It was a poor woman, who had fallen just outside the city, too sick and tired
to get in where she might have found shelter. The soft snow made of a drift a sort
of pillow for her, and she would soon be so sound asleep, in the wintry air, that no
one could ever waken her again. All this Pedro saw in a moment, and he knelt
down beside her and tried to rouse her, even tugging at her arm a little, as though
he would have tried to carry her away. He turned her face toward him, so that he
could rub some of the snow on it, and when he had looked at her silently a moment
he stood up again, and said:
"It's no use, Little Brother. You will have to go on alone."
"Alone?" cried Little Brother. "And you not see the Christmas festival?"
"No," said Pedro, and he could not keep back a bit of a choking sound in
his throat. "See this poor woman. Her face looks like the Mary in the chapel window,
and she will freeze to death if nobody cares for her. Everyone has gone to the
church now, but when you come back you can bring someone to help her. I will rub
her to keep her from freezing, and perhaps get her to eat the bun that is left in my
pocket."
"But I cannot bear to leave you, and go on alone," said Little Brother.
"Both of us need not miss the service," said Pedro, "and it had better be I
than you. You can easily find your way to the church; and you must see and hear
everything twice, Little Brother—once for you and once for me. I am sure the Christchild must know how I should love to come with you and worship Him; and oh! if
you get a chance, Little Brother, to slip up to the altar without getting in any one's
way, take this little silver piece of mine, and lay it down for my offering, when no
one is looking. Do not forget where you have left me, and forgive me for not going
with you."
In this way he hurried Little Brother off to the city, and winked hard to keep
back the tears, as he heard the crunching footsteps sounding farther and farther
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away in the twilight. It was pretty hard to lose the music and splendour of the
Christmas celebration that he had been planning for so long, and spend the time
instead in that lonely place in the snow.
The great church was a wonderful place that night. Every one said that it
had never looked so bright and beautiful before. When the organ played and the
thousands of people sang, the walls shook with the sound, and little Pedro, away
outside the city wall, felt the earth tremble around him.
At the close of the service came the procession with the offerings to be laid
on the altar. Rich men and great men marched proudly up to lay down their gifts to
the Christ-child. Some brought wonderful jewels, some baskets of gold so heavy
that they could scarcely carry them down the aisle. A great writer laid down a book
that he had been making for years and years. And last of all walked the king of the
country, hoping with all the rest to win for himself the chime of the Christmas bells.
There went a great murmur through the church, as the people saw the king take
from his head the royal crown, all set with precious stones, and lay it gleaming on
the altar, as his offering to the holy Child. "Surely," every one said, "we shall hear
the bells now, for nothing like this has ever happened before."
But still only the cold old wind was heard in the tower, and the people shook
their heads; and some of them said, as they had before, that they never really
believed the story of the chimes, and doubted if they ever rang at all.
The procession was over, and the choir began the closing hymn. Suddenly
the organist stopped playing as though he had been shot, and everyone looked at
the old minister, who was standing by the altar, holding up his hand for silence. Not
a sound could be heard from anyone in the church, but as all the people strained
their ears to listen, there came softly, but distinctly, swinging through the air, the
sound of the chimes in the tower. So far away, and yet so clear the music
seemed—so much sweeter were the notes than anything that had been heard
before, rising and falling away up there in the sky, that the people in the church sat
for a moment as still as though something held each of them by the shoulders.
Then they all stood up together and stared straight at the altar, to see what great
gift had awakened the long-silent bells.
But all that the nearest of them saw was the childish figure of Little Brother,
who had crept softly down the aisle when no one was looking, and had laid Pedro's
little piece of silver on the altar.
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Santons
The word means ‘little saint’. In France people make these little figures to put in the
nativity. They usually start the figures off away from the crib and move them closer
each day. These figures however are not the normal ones you might see. They are
images of ordinary people from the past and the present. Look at the figures below:

A Fishwife with her fish.

A blacksmith with his tools

A poor man who thinks
he has nothing to give
carries a lantern to help
light the way for others

An old woman carrying
firewood
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Make Love Our Aim - Year 4
Learning
Intentions

God Matters Learning Objective
To understand that Advent is a significant liturgical celebration which helps us
understand the life of Jesus.
To understand the signs and symbols used in Advent.
Working towards Age Related outcomes
 Pupils will be able to retell some of the stories of some of Jesus’ ancestors.
(AT1)
 Pupils will be able to describe ways in which an ancestor of Jesus lived out
their faith. (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to ask and respond to questions about why Jesus’ ancestors
believed and acted in the way they did. (AT2)
Age related Outcomes
 Pupils will be able to explain the stories of some of Jesus’ ancestors making
links between the stories and beliefs. (AT1)
 Pupils will be able to explain the purpose of the Jesse Tree in helping
Christians prepare for Advent and be able to describe and explain some of the
symbols on it. (AT1)
Working at greater depth
 Pupils will be able to show how the decisions made by several of the prophets
were informed by their beliefs (AT2)
Additional learning
To know how CCSP helps local children through their services.
To understand how we can help CCSP help local children

Resources

Which Season? sheet (below)
Jesse Tree information sheet (below)
What qualities does a prophet need? (below)
Information/question sheets on Isaiah, Amos, Gideon and Esther (below)
Nativity with figures

Key
questions

Why is Advent an important time for Christians?
What is a Jesse tree?
What is a prophet?
How does a Jesse Tree and its stories help with our preparation during Advent?
What decisions did the prophets make based on their beliefs?
What do Christians do during Advent as a result of their beliefs?

Engage
Activities

What do we know?
In pairs, identify the pictures and which liturgical season they are associated with
using ‘Which season?’ sheet (below). Discuss.

16

Catholic Children's Society (Plymouth)
Putting All Children First

Engage
Activities

Explore
and
Express
Activities

The Jesse Tree
Introduce the children to the concept of a Jesse Tree. It is a bit like an Advent
calendar, except that it emphasises the true meaning of Christmas through daily
stories of people that came before Jesus was born – his ancestors. One ornament per
day is added to the tree showing a picture or symbol that relates to an important story
or person, for example, John the Baptist or Joseph. The relevant Bible reading is then
read to discover the great and wonderful things that God orchestrated on our behalf.
See below on Jesse Tree Information sheet for more details.
Many prophets are included on a Jesse Tree.
What is a prophet?
What qualities do you think a prophet needs to have? (Sheet below)
Ask pupils to work in pairs to sort the cards out into qualities a prophet must have and
qualities they shouldn’t have or those that are not necessary. They must then rank the
necessary qualities in order of importance.
Note
You will need to cut out a set of cards for each pair. You may need to recap the story
of Jonah (but briefly!). Why do think God chose Jonah to be a prophet? What does
this tell us about ourselves? Prophets are not always brave and good, a lot of them
had many faults, made mistakes and got things wrong but in the end they responded
to God’s call and tried to do something to bring people back to God.

Prophets
Ask pupils to research in pairs the life of at least one prophet that might be featured
on a Jesse tree. There are four examples below with questions to consider: Esther,
Isaiah, Gideon and Amos.
Pupils can share their learning in one of the following ways:
Hot Seating (One plays the prophet and the others ask questions) If you plan to do
this, it would be useful to let the children know when they start so they can think about
how their prophet might answer the questions they are looking at. They can also
highlight relevant words in the text to help.
Symbols Pairs could display their symbol and explain why they have chosen this for
their prophet. (AT1)
Diary Entry Write a diary entry entitled ‘A day in the life of ……’ inserting the
prophet’s name detailing when and how they communicated God’s message, what
that message was and people’s response to them.
Create a Jesse Tree This can be done in various ways as suggested in the
information section. Each child can complete an ornament to be placed on the tree to
be placed on the tree day by day through Advent.
Catholic Children’s Society Appeal Share the PowerPoint with the children
explaining the ‘Make Love Your Aim’ appeal and sharing the charity’s work.
How would prophets such as Isaiah and Amos have felt about the appeal? What
can you remember that tells you this? How can we help? Note - Ideally you need

17

Catholic Children's Society (Plymouth)
Putting All Children First
to start this with an empty stable in view as you will see in the PowerPoint. The
children can then add the people who should be present as they suggest them.

Prayer

God our Father,
you spoke to the prophets of old
of a Saviour who would bring peace.
You helped them to spread the joyful message
of His coming kingdom.
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
to share with those around us
the Good News of Your power and love
through our words and actions.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
the Light of the world.
Amen.
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Which season in the Church’s year are these
pictures linked to?
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Jesse Tree Information
The idea for the Jesse tree stems from the words of the prophet Isaiah
who said, “a shoot will spring forth from the stump of Jesse and a
branch out of his roots.”
Jessie lived in Bethlehem, the son of Obed and the grandson of Boaz and
Ruth. He had eight sons, of whom King David was the youngest, and two
daughters. The tree is meant to tell the story of how God interacted with
his people up to the point where Jesus was born. It is a symbol of hope.
The Israelites through Abraham were chosen by God to be a light to the
nations. When they were imprisoned by the Egyptians, they cried out to
God for help. And God responded: God promised to be with them and
to be their God, and they would be His people. But they forgot God. God
sent a series of leaders to raise their awareness, still they worshipped
false gods. God sent prophets to warn them of the consequences of
failing to be His people. Some people wanted to change but others
refused. The Babylonian armies came and took the people into slavery.
The prophets promised that once again God would offer the hope of
salvation.
The idea behind the tree is to give the sense of history, of expectation
and that you need to do something to bring about change. Typically one
ornament is placed on the tree for each day of Advent, but Advent can
range from twenty-one to twenty-eight days depending on the year, so
adjustments must be made as to how many ornaments are placed on the
branches each day. The ornaments are placed on the tree
chronologically from creation through to the birth of Christ, and they are
also usually placed from the bottom of the tree to the top, so Christ is
alone at the top of the tree on Christmas day. It is usual to use a branch
to represent a tree or make a paper tree and glue the ornaments on. The
design of the ornaments reflects the person and their story.
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What Qualities Does A Prophet Need?
Loyal

Trustworthy

A cheat

Rich

Brave

Cowardly

Angry

Peaceful

Kind

Forgiving

Prayerful

Deceitful

Poor

A Good Speaker

Intelligent

Have Authority

Married

Woman

Man

Old

Young

Single

21

Catholic Children's Society (Plymouth)
Putting All Children First

The Story of Isaiah
Isaiah is probably one of the most important figures
as we prepare to celebrate Christmas. Isaiah lived
about 765 years before Jesus. He was a poet and
much of his writing is poetry. At the time he lived he
saw that the people around him only pretended to
serve God. Isaiah told people that God didn’t want
them to come to the temple bringing sacrifices and
praying if when they went home they treated others
badly. He said their prayers were empty, just words because they didn’t
look after those who were weak or oppressed. He told the people they
must change their ways. They must turn back to God and change. Isaiah
also promised that a Messiah would come to save his people. He
compared those who suffer now to being like a people who walked in
darkness. He gave us these beautiful words about the promise of God.
He said when the Messiah came it would be as though:
The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.

He went on to say:
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
will accomplish this.
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Because Isaiah constantly reminded people that if they wanted a better
world they had to change to make it happen, he became very unpopular.
People didn’t want to change. They wanted all their luxuries. They were
not keen on the idea that the Messiah, when he came, would take the
side of the poor. Although it isn’t absolutely certain it seems like the
authorities tortured and killed him. Isaiah thought that might happen
eventually but he said that being close to God and speaking God’s word
was the most important thing in his life.

 Who was the Messiah that Isaiah talked about?
 What did Isaiah teach about God?
 What did he ask people to do? Why did this challenge the
people?
 Why does he say the Messiah will reign on David’s throne?
 Of all the titles he gives the Messiah, which do you like best?
Explain why?
 What would be a good symbol of Isaiah’s life and message?
Design the symbol.
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The Story of Esther
Esther was an ordinary Jewish girl who had been taken captive
by the Persians. After her parents died, she was adopted a
family member, Mordecai, who raised her as his own daughter.
King Xerxes, the king of Persia was looking for a new queen.
Now Mordecai had a dream. He dreamt that in the future the
Jewish people would be in danger but Esther would be the one
to save them. He asked Esther if she would be willing to try to be the
queen. Esther was very frightened of the responsibility and she was very
young but she knew she had to do the right thing and try to save her
people. She was chosen to be the new queen but she didn’t tell anyone
that she was Jewish.
Mordecai found out about a plot to kill the king and even though the
Persians were his enemies and the king was Persian he warned Esther who
managed to warn the king. Now the king was grateful to Esther and
Mordecai and rewarded them. Unfortunately, there was a politician called
Haman, he was jealous that Mordacai and Esther were rewarded. Haman
was an evil man who hated the Jewish people and plotted to have them
killed. If he ever found out Esther was Jewish, she knew he would try to kill
her too.
Mordecai asked Esther to go to the king and plead for the lives of the
Jewish people. She was terrified. In those days you could be killed just for
going to the king if he hadn't sent for you. And if she asked to save the
Jewish people, she would have to tell him she was Jewish too! But despite
her fear she went to see the king. Esther believed that no matter what
happened she could always trust in God. She thought that even if she
didn’t know the words to say God would help her find the right words. She
invited the king and the evil man, Haman, to a banquet. She asked all the
Jewish people to fast and pray that the King would listen. During the meal,
she revealed the plot against the Jews and
accused Haman. The King realised that
Esther was a good person and had saved his
life before. He took Esther’s side and
ordered Haman killed. The Jewish People
were saved.

24

Catholic Children's Society (Plymouth)
Putting All Children First
 What problems did Esther have to face in her life?
 What qualities did she show?
 Why do you think her faith was important to her?
 Was she a prophet?
 What would be a good symbol of her life? Why?


Design and create the symbol.
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The Story of Amos
Amos was an ordinary person who lived in Judea and became a
shepherd. However, when he looked at the world around him he
decided that the politicians and the religious leaders
were not behaving in the right way. The more he
thought about it, the more convinced he became that
someone had to do something. He felt God was
asking him to try to change people. He said "I was no
prophet, I was a shepherd. The LORD took me from
following the flock, and said to me, Go, prophesy to
my people Israel. Now hear the word of the LORD!"
(7:14-16)
The people however didn’t want to hear what Amos
had to say. They thought it didn’t matter how they
behaved. They ignored Jewish law and the
commandments. Amos told them that God cared
about the weak and poor, whatever country they came from or religion
they were. He said that God would be angry with those who hurt others
or had too much money while others hadn’t enough to buy food. He
even told them it was no good just saying prayers if you let others
starve. He told the people “Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then
the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is.”
No one would listen to him. He had to stand on a street corner and
shout his message. They laughed at him, insulted him. They even
attacked him. People didn’t want to be seen with him but still he told
people what they should do. The rulers tried to force him to leave the
country. Amos spent his whole life trying to persuade people to do the
right thing. He was never rewarded or praised except by the poor.
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Highlight important things that Amos said or did.
 What problems did Amos see around him? How is that similar
to our day?
 How did he ask people to behave?
 What did he teach about God?
 What problems did he face?
 Do you think he was happy? Why?
 What qualities did he show?
 What symbol best describes his life? Why?
 Design the symbol.
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The story of Gideon
When the story began, the Israelites are constantly being attacked by other
groups especially the Midianites. These attackers would destroy crops
meaning it was difficult to find food. Gideon was threshing grain to make
bread but he was afraid of being attacked so he had dug a pit to hide himself
and the grain. A messenger from God came and told Gideon that God was
with him and he was going to save his people.
At first Gideon didn’t believe it. He said God wasn’t with him because if he was
they wouldn’t be being attacked and in any case he was not a hero and much
too young to get involved. When the messenger said again
that Gideon must help so Gideon asked for a sign.
Eventually Gideon was convinced. He came to believe that
God will always help but maybe not in the way you expect.
He realised that you have to trust in God and try to live in
the way God wants.
The first thing he did was tear down altars put up to false
gods. That nearly got him killed but he carried on. He
realised he had to defeat their enemies – the Midianites. He
asked for help from his people. Eventually he gathered three
hundred men. They planned to attack the enemy camp
which had thousands of men in. That night, Gideon gave each man a trumpet,
a torch and a clay jar. They surrounded the enemy camp, with each torch
hidden inside the jar. At Gideon's signal, every man blew his trumpet and
broke his jar. The confused Midianites turned on one another, with the
survivors fleeing the camp. Gideon and his courageous men chased the
escapees and cut off their retreat. The victory was the Lord's.
Israel then had quietness for 40 years for the remainder of Gideon's life.
Once the Israelites were delivered from the oppression of the Midianites, they
begged Gideon to be their king, but he refused. “I will not rule over you, nor
shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you.” (8:23). He turned
down power and wealth because he knew that wasn’t the way to live. His
desire was for the Israelites to turn to God, their true King and live in the way
god wanted. He knew that if they didn’t, if they were greedy or selfish, they
would make more enemies so he didn’t just want them to be glad the
Midianites were gone he wanted people to truly love God.
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 What problems did Gideon see around him?
 How did he first react? How did he change?
 What problems did he face? Do you think he was happy?
 What qualities did he show?
 What did he teach about God?
 What symbol best describes his life? Why?
 Design the symbol.
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Make Love Our Aim - Year 5
Learning
Intentions

God Matters learning Objective
To know that Advent is a season when we celebrate the first coming of Jesus and get
ready for Jesus to come at the end of time.
To understand how we ‘prepare a way for the Lord’.
Working towards Age Related outcomes
 Pupils will be able to make links between the story of John the Baptist and our
beliefs about the way we should prepare to celebrate Christmas. (AT1)
Age Related Outcomes
 Pupils will show understanding of both the words of John the Baptist by making
links between the words and the way Christians behave (AT1)
Working in greater Depth
 Pupils will be able to give reasons for their answer to the question - Are the
words of John the Baptist “Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and
hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough
ways made smooth;” Luke Ch. 3 v.5 relevant today?
Additional learning
To know how CCSP helps local children through their services.
To understand how we can help CCSP help local children

Resources

Key
questions

John the Baptist worksheet (attached)
Enough Bibles for the children to share one between two or photocopies of Luke Ch3
4 -11.
A range of Christmas advertising (paper or TV adverts)
Nativity and figures

What signs and symbols do you associate with Advent?
How did John the Baptist tell people to prepare for Jesus?
What does this mean for us when we are preparing for Christmas?
Are the words of John the Baptist “Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and
hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways
made smooth;” Luke Ch. 3 v.5 relevant today?


Engage
Activity



Recap the details of Advent through a quick quiz.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/quizzes/advent-quiz (simple and quick) or
https://catholic-link.org/how-much-do-you-know-about-advent/ (A challenge!)
Make a note of any additional information the children remember about the
season of Advent.
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Explore
and
Express
Activities

John the Baptist Use the attached worksheet to explore his words. This can be given
to the children to work through in pairs or used for whole class discussion.
Independent work
- Children to respond to the question ‘Are the words of John the Baptist “Every
valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth” still
relevant today? Ask children to explain in detail giving examples.
- Write out John’s words on preparing for the Messiah then illustrate to show
their meaning.
Additional information: John the Baptist wrote, when he was talking about preparing
for the coming of Jesus “Every Mountain shall be laid low, every Valley filled in”.
Well, if you stand behind a mountain, you can’t see the way ahead and if you stand in
a valley you can’t see the way ahead either. John believed that some people build
mountains out of all the stuff in their lives, because having things like lots of clothes,
lots of toys etc. becomes the most important things in their lives; but some other
people don’t have enough to live and their problems weigh them down so it is like
living in a valley. John went on to say that if you build a mountain out of stuff, or live in
a valley it can be difficult to find God. He hoped there would be a time when people
who had lots of things would be prepared to share with those who haven’t anything so
that everyone would then be close to God.
Catholic Children’s Society Appeal In Advent, Christians try especially hard to help
those who are less fortunate by giving what they don’t need away (Link to John the
Baptist’s advice for those preparing the way for Jesus’ coming in Luke 3:11). This
way, they are ready to give Jesus a wonderful ‘gift’ at Christmas. Share the
PowerPoint with the children explaining the ‘Make Love Your Aim’ appeal and sharing
the charity’s work. Discuss the appeal and how they might be able to contribute.
Note - Ideally you need to start this with an empty stable in view as you will see in the
PowerPoint. The children can then add the people who should be present as they
suggest them.
Prepare the Way Posters Share some of the Christmas advertising with the children
and ask them to discuss what John the Baptist would think. Create posters entitled
‘Prepare the Way’ to advertise how people might prepare for Christmas by doing
things which follow the advice of John the Baptist.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, Light of the world,
John told the people to prepare,
for you were very near:
As Christmas grows closer day by day,
help us to be ready to welcome you.
Amen
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John the Baptist
John was a prophet. This is a person who has
been chosen by God to say the things that
God wants to tell people. He went out into the
desert to preach. He went to there rather than the
synagogue because he felt that people only went to
the synagogues for show. They might go and say
the prayers but they didn’t change their lives.
People wanted to listen to John and they asked
him, “What must we do to change to lead better
lives?”
 Find out what John told them by reading Luke Chapter 3 v.11
What did he ask them to do? Do you think they would have found
that easy? Give reasons for your answer.
Many people thought John might be the Messiah, the saviour they had
been waiting for but John said no it wasn’t him but the Messiah would
come soon.
 Find out what John told the people they had to do to prepare
for the Messiah (Jesus) using the words of Isaiah (another
prophet) by reading Luke Chapter 3 v.4-5.
What do you think Isaiah and John mean? They aren’t talking
about real mountains! Discuss your ideas.

Here are some clues as to what John might really
be saying:
This is all stuff piled up. If you stood behind it could
you see clearly? What would you have to do to see?
What obstacles might get in the way of you being
ready for Jesus at Christmas? What do you think
John the Baptist would suggest we do in
preparation for Christmas?
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Make Love Our Aim - Year 6
Learning
Intentions

God Matters learning Objective
To understand that Advent is a season of preparation for the Second Coming of Christ
and a season of preparation for celebrating his Birth at Christmas.
Working towards Age Related Expectations
 Pupils will be able to make links between the stories of Mary and Joseph and
our beliefs about preparing in Advent.
Age Related Expectations
 Pupils will be able to describe and show understanding of different Biblical
texts and explain how they inform the Christian understanding of preparing in
Advent both to celebrate the presence of Christ in our World and the Second
Coming of Jesus (AT1)
 Pupils can explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence Christians to
keep Advent as a season of preparation and penance. They will be able to:
1. Independently use Biblical stories to justify conclusions and help answer the
question.
2. Articulate their own views selecting appropriate reasons.
3. Draw on evidence from other sources (AT3) (Note - This could be ‘Working
at Greater Depth’ if the response was well thought out and logical) Using
the sources independently does not mean that you cannot help them
achieve this by both scaffolding and suggesting sources.
Additional learning
To know how CCSP helps local children through their services.
To understand how we can help CCSP help local children

Resources

Key
questions

Engage
Activities

Internet and an interactive whiteboard
Laptops/video recording devices (optional)
Annunciation sheet (below)
Joseph’s Story sheet (below)

What is the purpose of Advent?
How should we prepare for Christmas?
What do we mean when we say ‘Christ will come again’ and when we talk about the
‘Second Coming’?
How is what we know about Mary and Joseph relevant to our Advent preparation
today?
What inspires Christians to keep Advent as a season of preparation and penance?

Quiz Recap the details of Advent. For example:
https://catholic-link.org/how-much-do-you-know-about-advent/
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Engage
Activities

Advent Preparation
Watch the clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVRnF8sg-RI
How are people here encouraged to prepare during Advent? Is this wrong or
right? Why?
Watch the clip https://www.theguardian.com/media/video/2015/nov/06/john-lewisdebuts-2015-christmas-advert-manonthemoon-video
Compare and contrast the difference between the two from a Christian perspective.
How do Christians prepare during Advent?
Note
Ensure children understand that Advent, as well as being the season of preparation
for celebrating Jesus’ Birth at Christmas, is also a season of preparation for the
Second Coming of Christ.
● Children could use ICT to prepare posters or multi-media publicity materials
advertising the message of the season of Advent.
What slogans would you use? Where could we look for inspiration? What
important symbols or graphics would you use?

Explore
and
Express
Activities

The Annunciation
Read from the Annunciation sheet (below) or preferably watch the story of the
Annunciation from the film Jesus of Nazareth.
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2Ah-SbuqjQ)
Why doesn’t Anna, Mary’s mother, see the Angel?
Why do you think Mary is told about Elizabeth?
How do you think Mary feels?
Note
You may need to explain that at the time Mary lived the penalty for being unmarried
and pregnant was to be stoned to death.




Use the sheet below entitled ‘Annunciation’ to encourage the children to think
more deeply about how Mary was affected by the news. It is very important
here to makes links between ways she might have changed and prepared
and the ways we still prepare during Advent.
Use the sheet below entitled ‘Joseph’s Story’. Read the Bible and poem
extracts then use these to help answer the questions.

What inspires Christians to keep Advent as a season of preparation and
penance?
Discuss the meaning of the questions and where we can find evidence to support our
ideas. Allow children time to discuss ideas and reasoning with a partner. Ask all
children to respond to this question supporting their ideas with reasons and evidence
from sources where possible.
Catholic Children’s Society Appeal Link Mary and Joseph’s preparation to our own
Advent preparation. To get ready for Christmas, Catholics try to become the best
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person they can be in order to grow closer to Jesus. This can be done in a number of
ways – prayer, saying sorry to God (confession) and good works. This can include
any kind act, but often people look to help those less fortunate than themselves by
giving to charity during Advent. Share the PowerPoint with the children explaining the
‘Make Love Your Aim’ appeal and sharing the charity’s work. Discuss the appeal and
how they might be able to contribute.

Prayer

This Advent-time
we remember Mary and Joseph,
giving thanks for their faithfulness,
courage and obedience,
stepping out into the unknown
in the strength of your Spirit,
playing their part
in the fulfilment of your plan.
We pray that their example
might be the pattern of our lives,
that when your gentle whisper
breaks through the clamour of this world
and into our small corner,
we might be ready to listen,
and having listened, to act.
Amen
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Annunciation
Luke 1:26 - 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David.
And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favoured
one! The Lord is with you." But she was deeply
troubled by the message and wondered what the
words meant. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favour with God. You will
become pregnant and bear a son, and you will name
him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him
the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel
said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be unto me
according to your word."








Read through the passage and carefully underline or highlight words or
phrases you think might be important. Explain why you think those are
key words or phrases.
The angel calls Mary by name. Do you think this is important?
What do you think Mary is feeling? Why?
How do you think Mary prepared for Jesus’ birth? How might she have
changed?
How do you think Mary’s preparation links to current day preparation
during Advent (prayer, confession, and good works)?
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Joseph’s Story
 Read Matthew 1 v 18-24.
 Read this exert from larger poem called “A Christmas
Oratorio”. It is about the people around Joseph taunting
him.

Joseph you have heard
What Mary says occurred;
Yes it may be so
But is it likely? No.
Mary may be pure
But Joseph are you sure?
How is one to tell?
Suppose for instance…well.
Maybe, maybe not,
But Joseph you know what
Your world, of course will say
About you anyway.
 What was Joseph’s first reaction to the news about Mary?
 How do you think he felt?
 How did Joseph respond to God’s messenger?
 What was life like for Joseph as he and Mary prepared for
Jesus’ birth? Do you think things changed?
 Do you think there are any similarities between the way we
prepare during Advent and way Joseph would have prepared?
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