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CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

How many of us really celebrate the Epiphany ? For most people, Christmas
finishes just as it starts with decorations taken down on Boxing Day and ‘sales’
starting in the shops.

And for those of us who do observe the twelve days of Christmas, we don’t
actually celebrate the feast, unlike countries such as Spain, where they
celebrate Dia de los Reyes (Kings Day) and exchange gifts.

WHAT IS A CRIB FEST?

A Crib Fest is a collection of nativity/crib scenes and other arts and crafts
depicting the nativity. It is an opportunity to reflect on the true meaning of
Christmas, the coming of the three Kings and the year ahead.

HOW TO ORGANISE A CRIB FEST

Quite a few parishes have been organising Crib Fests over the last few years.
The parishioners are invited to bring in their cribs after Christmas to display in
the church and the church is opened for a few hours each afternoon for
visitors to go and have a look at all the cribs on display.

Many of the cribs on display are homemade and visitors are encouraged to
leave a small donation for the Catholic Children Society (Plymouth). Some
parishes also sell teas and coffees at the same time as well as a lovely selection
of cakes and usually raise around £400, which is fantastic.

If your parish would be interested in organising a Crib Fest, we can put you in
touch with the parishioners who have been successfully running them in their
parishes for a number of years.

GET YOUR LOCAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL INVOLVED

Ask your local Catholic school to design and make a school crib during an after
school or lunchtime club to display in their school entrance for all to see during
Advent. Or perhaps each class could be encouraged to make one to be
displayed in their classrooms until the end of term.




And then, the homemade school crib or cribs could be transferred to display in
the parish as part of the Crib Fest. Pupils could be encouraged to visit the
parish with their family during advent to appreciate all the cribs on display as
part of the Crib Fest.

HOW DOES THE CATHOLIC CHILDREN'’S SOCIETY (PLYMOUTH) HELP
FAMILIES?

There are 4.2 million UK children living in poverty which is about 30% of
children and in our Diocese alone, there are 59,319 children living in relative
poverty. Many parents and carers find that their income does not meet their
basic needs such as a working cooker, warm clothes in the winter or a proper
bed to sleep in. And then when their circumstances change suddenly, life can
become even harder as they have no cushion of savings to fall back on.

The Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) is a small Diocesan charity working
throughout Devon, Cornwall and parts of Dorset. We help families of all faiths
and none in times of financial need and provide support to parents and carers
in bringing up their children. We do this through our —

Essential Grants Programme
Pro-active Parenting courses
Good Shepherd Programme
Rainbows Bereavement & Loss Service

When families are struggling to put food on the table, warmth in their homes
and clothes on their children, they are not prepared for when something goes
wrong. A broken washing machine is an unwanted expense for anyone, but for
those struggling with circumstances such as sudden illness, bereavement,
redundancy or eviction, it may mean the need of an expensive loan and the risk
of spiralling debt.

The CCSP Essential Grants Programme aims to prevent an immediate crisis
from threatening the stability of family life, by providing essential items that
parents and carers could otherwise not afford for their children.

A typical grant:

e £50 for school shoes for two children
e £100 for a single child’s bed and mattress
e f£250 for a new washing machine or an electric cooker




We rely entirely on the generosity of our parishes, schools, individual donors
and grant giving funders to enable us to support families as we have been
doing since June 1980. Please pray for the Catholic Children’s Society
(Plymouth) and for the children and their families who we help.

CCSP CONTACT DETAILS

Vicki Dunstone, Fundraiser and Communications Officer,
St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon, TQ13 7JL

Email: vicki.dunstone@ccsplymouth.org.uk

Phone: 07388 185374 or 01364 645420

Sarah Davies, Pro-active Parenting Facilitator & Rainbows Registered
Director, St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon, TQ13 7JL

Email: sarah.davies@ccsplymouth.org.uk
Phone: 07794 657210 or 01364 645420

Karen Grute, Administrative Officer,

St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon, TQ13 7JL
Email: karen.grute@ccsplymouth.org.uk
Phone: 01364 645420

Thank you for everything you are able to do for
the Catholic Children's Society (Plymouth).
Your donations, no matter how small, will make a
massive difference to the lives
of vulnerable children and their

families. V)
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